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day; and his mother was Josef a, daughter of Don Ygnacio Coronel, 
and sister of Antronio F. Coronel. Matias Sabichi in 1852, after the 
death of his wife, took his two boys, Francisco and Matias, and set 
out on his return to his native land, but he died on the way. His two 
sons were taken in charge on their arrival in England by the Ameri- 
can consul, Mr. Joseph Rodney Croskey, who became a true foster- 
father to them, taking them into his own family and carefully 
educating them. Frank was in the British navy three years. Matias 
was a portion of the time at school in France. Both learned to 
speak French, and of course English and Spanish, the latter being 
their mother tongue. They returned to Los Angeles in i860, hav- 
ing been away about eight years. Matias Sabichi was accidentally 
shot while on a hunting trip, from the effects of which he died not 
long afterwards. Frank studied law and was admitted to the bar. 
He was several times elected a member of the City Council in the 
early 70's and also once in the 8o's. In 1865, he was married to 
Magdalena, daughter of Wm. Wolfskill, the pioneer. She, with 
their eight children survive him. 

Mr. Sabichi was prominently identified with the "Sons of the 
Golden West," being at the time of his death, a grand trustee of the 
order for the State of California. 

H. D. Barrows, 
Louis Roeder, 
K. D. Wise, 

Committee. 



ROBERT MILLER TOWNE. 

Robert Miller Towne, a charter member of this society, who died 
in this city April 21, 1900, was born in Batavia, Illinois, November 
12, 1844. He came to Los Angeles in the fall of 1869. ' For some 
years he engaged in sheep-raising. Afterwards he went to New 
Mexico, where he did a freighting business between Las Vegas and 
the mines. 

In 1881 he married Miss Lillie M. Fisher, daughter of Judge 
Fisher of this city, whom most of the members of this pioneer So- 
ciety knew well. Two daughters were born to this union. They 
with their mother survive Mr. Towne. After his marriage he and 
Ins family resided for a time in Kansas. During the latter por- 
tion of his life, and while suffering from tuberculosis, he lived on 
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the desert. Mr. Towne was a man of much decision of character; 
he was ever a good citizen, and was highly respected by all who 
knew him. H. D. Barrows, 

Louis Roeder, 
K. D. Wise, 

Committee. 

FRED W. WOOD. 

Fred W. Wood was born at Praire du Chien, Wisconsin, April 
28, 1853. At the breaking out of the Civil war, his father enlisted 
in the Union Army, and became colonel of the 17th Illinois Volun- 
teer Infantry. He had two brothers in the service, and only his 
youth prevented him from enlisting. 

In 1868 the family removed to Kansas City, Mo., where Fred W. 
attended the High School. He left school at the age of sixteen, and 
for a year or more afterwards he was employed in the office of the 
Kansas City Engineer. From Kansas City he went to Northern 
Wisconsin, where he was engaged for three years in the construc- 
tion of some of the lines of the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad 
system. In 1873 he came to California and in March of the follow- 
ing year he arrived in Los Angeles. After spending a few months 
in various engineering, surveying and mining enterprises, he became 
interested with Prudent Beaudry in the construction of the Los An- 
geles city water works. For several years he was in the abstract 
business as a member of the firm of Gillette, Gibson & Wood. His 
next employment was the laying out and superintending the planting 
of J. De Barth Shorb's extensive vineyards at Alhambra and estab- 
lishing the winery there. In 1889 he became identified with the 
Temple Street Cable Railway line. He managed the business of 
the Beaudry Brothers, Victor and Prudent, who were largly in- 
terested in the Temple street road. After the death of the brothers 
he was executor of their estates. In 1895 Mr. Wood became super- 
intendent and general manager of the Los Angeles Street Railway 
Company, the most extensive street railway system in the city. In 
this service he continued until his death. In politics he was a Re- 
publican and served as chairman of the County Republican Central 
Committee from 1894 to 1896. He stood high in the Masonic and 
Odd Fellows orders. 

Seventeen year ago Mr. Wood married Miss Leona Pigne-Du- 
puytren, who was born in California, and is grand niece of the re- 
nowed Parisian physician Dr. Dupuytren. One son, Warren Du- 
puytren, was born of this union. 

Mr. Wood died in Los Angeles, May 19, 1900. 



